
 Representations of Self
Words and images in their physical form are little more than abstract patterns of light and dark scattered across a page. But it is not 
their physical form that fascinates us. It is what these forms represent. Words and images are representations of our collective and 
individual human experience. They document people, places, and events. They capture, and sometimes create, memories. They can 
convey truth as easily as they can distort it. They can all at once encapsulate both fact 
and fi ction in varying degrees. This fi rst major paper assignment asks that you begin 
thinking more deeply about words and images and their power to represent something 
much larger. This assignment will ask that you consider deeply an image that in some 
way represents part of you or your life experience; it will ask that you further repre-
sent this experience in the form of a personal narrative. 

Your Task
While COM101 is usually about “academic” writing, we should remember that we 
can learn much about becoming an effective writer (academic or otherwise) through 
“creative” writing, as it is sometimes called. All good writing, I believe, is creative 
and starts with storytelling because it is about representation. If we can represent our 
life experience for someone else through a piece of writing, we will have learned a lot 
about communicating effectively.

Your task, then, is to more fully develop what you may have already started with the 
“Introduction by Way of Word and Image” assignment. That was just a brief writing 
sample. Now, I want you to develop that into something more—something longer and 
more developed. Specifi cally, I’d like you to select a photograph (the one you used before or a new one) and write the story behind 
that image. Select an image that is meaningful to you, one that will allow you to write about a signifi cant life experience. Think about 
it. Choose a photograph that represents something about your life. Try to write about something important, something that shaped who 
you are today in some big or small way. Write about an experience that has had a lasting effect on you, something that is now, and will 
for a long time, be part of your memory.

Remember, you are telling a story. Good stories (and good writing) are in the details. Avoid just skimming over the surface of the de-
tails and summarizing. A story that is just summary is boring. Show your story to your reader rather than simply telling it. Use strong telling it. Use strong telling
signifi cant details to paint a picture of the story for your reader. Appeal to their senses, to their “mind’s eye.” Be sure to use strong 
active verbs in your writing to carry the story forward. Let your reader experience through your writing what you experienced, so they 
can feel in some way what it was like for you. Recreate the experience. Represent it. Good luck. I’m looking forward to reading your 
draft.

How will this assignment be assessed?
First of all, remember that this assignment will not be fully assessed until you submit it as a part of your fi nal portfolio project; 
however, as one of at least two initial drafts, it will receive a “formative grade.” Refer to the evaluation criteria on the syllabus for an 
explanation and rubric for formative grades (and letter grades). 

Beyond the general rubric found on the syllabus for all work in this course, this assignment has some specifi c considerations. It might 
help you to understand how I approach grading. I start reading each paper I receive from you with the assumption that it will be “C” 
quality work (average, acceptable work). As I read, if it goes beyond the minimum of that which is average and acceptable and if I am 
pleasantly surprised by the work, it will likely move into the B and A range. If a work falls short of my basic expectations for average, 
acceptable work, it may fall to a D or F. 

The basic expectations that I have for average and acceptable work for this project are as follows. The paper should be:

• fully developed story with a good use of strong specifi c details, so that it rings “true,” so that the reader can “see” the story in his or 
her mind’s eye, and so the reader understands and connects on some level with the characters and events 

• effective use of strong active verbs to carry the story forward
• interesting opener and a resonating close
• richly descriptive 
• brought to life through the details you include, not just relying on glib summary to communicate the experience but instead showing 

it through the richness of your detail
• given an effective title—one that is interesting, representative of the work is about, and creative
• three to fi ve pages typed 
• proofread to ensure it is free from careless mechanical errors.

Due Dates
Consult your syllabus for a schedule of due dates.


